
Kerala’s 
Economic 

Development

COVID-19 Pandemic, 
Economic Crisis and 

Public Policy

Edited by
B. A. Prakash 
Jerry Alwin



Although the author and publisher have made every effort to ensure that the information 
in this book was correct at the time of editing and printing, the author and publisher do not 
assume and hereby disclaim any liability to any party for any loss or damage arising out of 
the use of this book caused by errors or omissions, whether such errors or omissions result 
from negligence, accident or any other cause. Further, names, pictures, images, characters, 
businesses, places, events and incidents are either the products of the author’s imagination or 
used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead or actual events 
is purely coincidental and do not intend to hurt sentiments of any individual, community, sect 
or religion.

In case of binding mistake, misprints or missing pages, etc., the publisher’s entire liability and 
your exclusive remedy is the replacement of this book within a reasonable time of purchase by 
a similar edition/reprint of the book.

Senior Editor—Acquisitions: Anindita Malhotra
Senior Editor—Production: C. Purushothaman

Copyright © 2023 Pearson India Education Services Pvt. Ltd

All rights reserved. This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade 
or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher’s prior 
written consent in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and 
without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser 
and without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no part of this publication may 
be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by 
any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise), without the prior 
written permission of both the copyright owner and the publisher of this book.

ISBN 978–93–570–5314–3

First Impression

Published by Pearson India Education Services Pvt. Ltd, CIN: U72200TN2005PTC057128.

Head Office: 1st Floor, Berger Tower, Plot No. C-001A/2, Sector 16B, Noida - 201 301, 
Uttar Pradesh, India.
Registered Office: Featherlite, ‘The Address’ 5th Floor, Survey No 203/10B, 200 Ft MMRD 
Road, Zamin Pallavaram, Chennai – 600 044.
Phone: 044-66540100
Website: in.pearson.com, Email:  companysecretary.india@pearson.com

Compositor: MAP Systems, Bengaluru
Printed in India



v

List of Tables ix
List of Figures xxi
Preface xxiii
About the Authors xxvii
Contributors xxix

1 Introduction and Overview 1
B. A. Prakash and Jerry Alwin

Section I: COVID-19 Pandemic and Global Recession
2 COVID-19 Pandemic in the World and Kerala 13

B. A. Prakash 

3 COVID-19 Induced Recession in Kerala 33
B. A. Prakash 

Section II : Demography, Employment and 
Migration

4 Demographic Trends in Kerala 55
S. Sunitha 

5 Employment and Unemployment in Kerala during  
the COVID-19 Pandemic 75
M. P. Abraham and A. S. Shibu 

6 COVID-19 and Exodus of Keralite Emigrants  
from the Gulf 93
B. A. Prakash

Contents



vi

Contents

Section III: State Finance, Decentralisation and 
Fiscal Decentralisation

7 Fiscal Crisis of Kerala in the Context of COVID-19  
Pandemic 115
Jerry Alwin 

8 Second Generation Challenges in Kerala’s  
Decentralisation and the Way Forward: Reflections  
of a Participant Observer 135
S. M. Vijayanand 

9 Fiscal Decentralisation and Finances of Gram  
Panchayats and Municipalities: A Kerala Experience 153
B. A. Prakash  

Section IV: Agriculture
10 Agriculture Sector Performance in Kerala 177

K. P. Mani

11 Rubber Plantations in Kerala: Performance,  
Issues and Prospects 193
K. P. Mani

12 Rice Economy of Kerala: Performance and Prospects 207
A. Prema and Shilpa Mathew

13 Coconut Economy of India and Kerala:  
Issues and Challenges 229
Anna Abraham Pachayil and C. P. Resmi 

Section V: Power, Transport and Industry
14 All is Not Well that Lights Not Well: Power Sector  

in Kerala 247
N. Vijayamohanan Pillai and A. Rju Mohan  



vii

Contents

15 COVID-19 and the Transport Sector in Kerala 265
Arun Shyamnath 

16 COVID-19 and Information Technology Sector in Kerala 285
Anuradha S. Pai and Arun Shyamnath 

17 Impact of COVID-19 on Micro, Small and  
Medium Enterprises Sector in Kerala 303
P. Praveen

Section VI:Tourism and Education
18 COVID-19 and Kerala Tourism 319

Nalini Netto

19 Higher Education Scenario in Kerala  343
P. Chacko Jose and Bindu Balagopal 

Section VII: Gender and Poverty
20 Locating Gender in Kerala’s Development Experience 363

P. J. Christabell 

21 Poverty in Kerala: Estimation and State Intervention  
through Social Welfare Schemes 377
R. Ratheesh Krishnan and S. R. Janaky

Section VIII: COVID-19 Induced Changes  
and Policies

22 COVID-19 Induced Changes and Policies  
to Address Critical Problems 397
B. A. Prakash 


